Quantum Salad Dressing workshop (2006). Schedule:
· Basic structure:


A: opening session (MSG), distribution of the papers. 


B: identification of the issues we want to teach each other. Distribution of tasks. Finalise the structure of the 'teaching' sessions.


1-9: teaching sessions of (in total) 150 minutes.


C: closing session. Format to be discussed and decided by the group as a whole (students, helpers, MSG).

It has not been possible to find sufficient slots in which all 9 students have said they are available.
Lucie and Sebastiaan: please tell me which of the 12th June or 19th June you would (both) prefer to miss: i.e. we will use one of these two slots.

	no.
	Day
	Date
	slot
	activity
	trekker
	room

	1 
	Wed
	26.04
	14:00-16:30
	kick off: A & B
	Mark
	3.06

	2 
	Mon
	08.05
	14:00-16:30
	teaching session 1
	2 or 3 workshoppers at the board
	3.06

	3 
	Thu
	11.05
	14:00-16:30
	teaching session 2
	2 or 3 workshoppers at the board
	2.13

	4 
	Wed
	17.05
	14:00-16:30
	teaching session 3
	2 or 3 workshoppers at the board
	2.13

	5 
	Thu
	18.05
	10:00-12:30
	teaching session 4
	2 or 3 workshoppers at the board
	2.13

	6 
	Wed
	24.05
	14:00-16:30
	teaching session 5
	2 or 3 workshoppers at the board
	2.13

	7 
	Wed 
	31.05
	14:00-16:30
	teaching session 6
	2 or 3 workshoppers at the board
	2.13

	8 
	Thu
	01.06
	14:00-16:30
	teaching session 7
	2 or 3 workshoppers at the board
	2.13

	9 
	a) Mon 
	12.06
	14:00-16:30
	teaching session 8
	2 or 3 workshoppers at the board
	3.06

	
	or b) Mon
	19.06
	14:00-16:30
	teaching session 8
	2 or 3 workshoppers at the board
	2.13

	10
	Wed
	21.06
	after 14:00
	teaching session 9
	2 or 3 workshoppers at the board
	2.13

	11
	Wed
	28.06
	after 14:00
	closing session: C
	all
	3.06

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Co-ordinator/coach: Mark. 

Assisting (as well as learning):

Freek Massee (MSc student, MSG-group), Jesse van Vollenhoven (MSc student, JBG-group), Sanne de Jong (PhD student, MSG-group.
The Idea.

Papers and/or research are frequently presented within the BSc [for example in the research practical presentations] and MSc tracks [in numerous courses]. Often a lot of jargon and seemingly advanced terminology and concepts are used in the papers. These are (often) repeated by students in their presentations, but are only superficial labels, and their real physical meaning is, more often than not, not gone into. If we were all honest as regards only bringing stuff we really understand well enough to explain to a third party, often these paper presentations would not be able to go beyond the opening paragraph of a 'sexy' Science or Nature article.

This situation could lead even a final year BSc candidate to wonder how well he/she is equipped to understand the keynote physics themes occupying the modern research world. This workshop is intended to bridge this gap, and allow a group of motivated students to prove to one another that third-year BSc physics is quite sufficient to come a long way in understanding (and appreciating) some of the currently most talked-about publications in solid state physics.
In this workshop, the participants are the teachers and I am more of a co-ordinator and coach, and is assisted in this role by three young scientists not long out of the same situation as the third-year participants.
I have chosen a group of papers centred on scanning-tunneling spectroscopy experiments on high-Tc superconductors as the subject of the workshop. Not only does this collection offer enough 'meat' to work on within such an approach, it is also offers a nice glimpse into the fascinating world of the high-Tc systems themselves.
Details per session.

0) Prior to kick-off session.

· The QSD teaching schedule is agreed upon.

· MSG puts .pdf's of the QSD papers on Bb.

· Participants print the papers (if access to colour printing is tricky, come to the WZI).

· Participants read (at the very least) the equivalent of the first page of each publication.

· Participants list a top-ten of terms/issues/concepts they want to get explained. This means things whose meaning/physics you would not be able to explain to your fellow participants. These are the things that prevent us from understanding the papers. Arrange them in order of importance/gravity and bring these lists to the kick-off session. 

1) Kick-off session.

Contents

MSG (re-)presents:


- (info is also here) the concept behind the workshop.


- the context, 'big picture' of the research in the papers.
Group:


- using the pre-prepared lists, we inventory the 'top-tens' from the participants. We separate the themes into the categories: 'meaty' and 
 
  'trivial'.


- discussion of which of the issues will be dealt with.


- distribution of themes among the participants. Matching (where feasable) of taste/strengths of individuals to themes.


- distribution of teaching slots to participants.

2) Teaching sessions.

Participants take the lead. Either 2 people get one hour, or 3 people get 40 minutes to teach the group on their theme. 

If we choose for 2 x 1 h then each participant is called upon 2 times in the nine teaching sessions, if we choose for 3 x 40 min., then each person gets to go-for-it three times (my preference).

The idea is exactly not to give a flashy powerpoint presentation, skating on the surface of the material. Use powerpoint to show things you can't draw, otherwise use the board. Teach, don't present. We will not worry if someone's 40 minutes get used for only the first 1/10th of the material they had in mind: as long as we all gain understanding from this process.

We can discuss this further at the kick-off meeting.

MSG will act as process-supervisor, to make sure all participants remain (equally) active.

Of course, the in-class teaching sessions are the tip of you activity iceberg, as serious research and mining of sources will need to be done to prepare your sessions as 'teacher'. The coach and (easier to get hold of) the assistants can give (hopefully) helpful directions, when people get stuck.
3) Closing session.

I am open to suggestion as to the form of this (I know about the 'go to the pub' bit, already).



MSG, 25.05.2006.
