
Homework Set #3
Capita Selecta: Set Theory
2016/17: 1st Semester; block a

Universiteit van Amsterdam

Homework. There will be six homework sheets; handed in by each student individually.
Homework has to contain the name and student ID of the student. If your homework
is handwritten, make sure that it is legible. You submit your solutions either by e-mail
to h(dot)nobrega(at)uva(dot)nl or in person before the Tuesday lecture or by placing
them in Hugo’s mailbox at the ILLC at Science Park 107.

Deadline. This homework set is due on Tuesday, 4 October 2016 before the lecture.

In all of the exercises, work in a sufficiently strong metatheory.

1. The following is an excerpt of Kunen’s book (Chapter V, § 1) proving the absolute-
ness of the definability operator. The proof is rather sketchy: do the details.

2. Recall the recursive definition of the Beth sequence: i0 = ℵ0; iα+1 = 2iα (cardinal
exponentiation); and iλ =

⋃
α<λ iα for limit λ. Show that for all ordinals α > ω,

the following are equivalent:

(a) |Lα| = |Vα| and

(b) α = iα.

3. Calculate the L-rank of Z and Q. (Note that you first need to say what exactly
these objects are.) Let %L(x) = α and %L(y) = β. Calculate the L-rank of {x},
x× y, x ∪ y, and 〈x, y〉.



4. Prove the following basic properties of L:

(a) For all α, Lα = {x ∈ L ; %L(x) < α}.
(b) For all α, Lα ⊆ Vα.

(c) For all n ∈ N, Ln = Vn (therefore Lω = Vω as well).
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